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ABSTRACT : Originally reservation was only given to SCs and STs but was later extended to OBCs in 1987 after 

the implementation of the Mandal Commission report. There are creamy layer income caps on EWS 

(Economically weaker sections) and OBCs (Other backward classes) and no income limits exist for members of 

the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The category-wise enrolment and its percentage with respect to 

total enrolment have been calculated. It has been calculated for all 3 category SC, ST and OBC and for all the 

states and union territories. Enrolment models for SC and comparison of the states with respect to ST and OBC 

enrolment have been made. Cluster analysis shows that north east states including Lakshadweep are 

dominating in SC, ST & OBC enrolment. 

 
Keywords:SC, ST, OBC, Enrolment proportion, Regression, Slope, Cluster analysis 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

The Constitution of India states in article 15(4): "Nothing in [article 15] or in clause (2) of article 29 shall 

prevent the State from making any special provision for the advancement of any socially, and educationally 

backward classes of citizens of or for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes." Article 46 of the 

Constitution states that "The State shall promote with special care the educational and economic interests of 

the weaker sections of the people, and, in particular, of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and 

shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation." Reservation in India is a system of 

affirmative action that provides representation for historically and currently disadvantaged groups in Indian 

society in education, employment and politics. Reservation is primarily given to 3 groups: Scheduled Castes, 

Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes, abbreviated as SC, ST, and OBC respectively. These are groups 

that have faced social and economic discrimination in the past and/or the present and were severely under-

represented in public life.  

 

Originally reservation was only given to SCs and STs but was later extended to OBCs in 1987 after the 

implementation of the Mandal Commission report. There are creamy layer income caps on EWS (Economically 

weaker sections) and OBCs (Other backward classes) and no income limits exist for members of the Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
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Table - 1 showing the percentage of reservation in different states in India 

 
 

As the reservation policy is different in different states in India, the enrolment should vary widely from states 

to states in different categories. An attempt is being made in this communication to how the differences in 

enrolment in different states over all states and union territories in India. Also, enrolment models for the 

category SC have been established. A comparative idea has been tried out with ST & OBC enrolments (Ghara 

2020). 

2. DATA 

Ministry of Human Resource Development has endeavoured to conduct an annual web-based effort called All 

India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) since 2010-11. The survey covers all the institutions in the country 

engaged in imparting of higher education. Data is being collected on several parameters such as teachers, 

student enrolment, programmes, examination results, finance, scholarship & stipend, infrastructure, etc.. 

Indicators of educational development such as Institution Density, Gross Enrolment Ratio, Pupil-teacher ratio, 

Gender Parity Index, Per Student Expenditure will also be calculated from the data collected through AISHE. 

These are useful in making informed policy decisions and research for development of education sector. It is 

intended to have idea about the status of enrolment  in the category SC, ST & OBC for all the states & union 

territories using data from 2011-12 to 2019-20. Data for 2019-2020 is provisional (as on 01.09.2020 and 

linearly estimated for the non-response HEIs). For the analysis the states have been considered like – Andaman 

& Nicobar Island(ANI), Andhra Pradesh(AP), Arunachal Pradesh(ARP), Assam(AS), Bihar(BI), Chandigarh(CHAN), 

Chhattisgarh(CHG), Daman & Diu(DD), Delhi(DEL), Dadar & Nagar Haveli(DNH), Goa(GOA), Gujarat(GUJ), 

Haryana(HAR), Himachal Pradesh(HP), Jharkhand(JH), Jammu & Kashmir(JK), Karnataka(KAR), Kerala(KE), 

Madhya Pradesh(MP), Maharashtra(MA), Manipur(MAN), Megalaya(MEG), Mizoram(MIZ),  Nagaland(NAG), 

Odisha(OD), Puducherry(PDC), Punjab(PN), Rajasthan(RAJ), Sikkim(SIK), Tamil Nadu(TN), Telangana(TEL), Uttar 

Pradesh(UP), Uttarakhand(UTK) and West Bengal(WB). 

 

3. RESULTS 

The data are very large and wide. Only enrolment data have been considered. The category-wise enrolment 

and its percentage with respect to total enrolment have been calculated. It has been calculated for all 3 

category SC, ST & OBC and for all the states & union territories. 
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Figure - 1 showing pattern of SC enrolment for the states over last 9 years 

 

 

 



 

108 Asian Journal of Social Science and Management Technology 

 

 

 



 

109 Asian Journal of Social Science and Management Technology 

 

 

 

 



 

110 Asian Journal of Social Science and Management Technology 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

111 Asian Journal of Social Science and Management Technology 

 

Table – 2 showing regression of SC enrolment proportion for all the states over last 9 years 

 

 
 

It is to state that regression of SC enrolment proportion are mostly polynomial with high R
2
. The regression can 

not be done for the states Tripura & Goa due to very low R
2
. The slope are negative (-ve) for the states 

Andaman & Nicobar Island, Arunachal Pradesh, Chandigarh, Daman & Diu, Delhi, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Manipur, Maharastra, Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu 
and West Bengal. In India, the slope is also negative. The average proportion in India is 13.71%. Average of all 
states is 9.76 with maximum as 14.89, minimum as 12.14 and sd as 0.823. 
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Table - 3 showing the descriptive statistics of ST enrolment proportions for all states in India over last 9 years 

 
 
Average is maximum in Mizoram, Nagaland & Arunachal Pradesh. Standard deviation is less in Bihar, 
Chandigarh, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh and it is maximum in Lakshadweep. Maximum ST enrolment is 
maximum in Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh. Minimum ST enrolment is maximum in Mizoram, Megalaya, 
Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. ST enrolment is more than 7% in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, 
Daman & Diu, Dadar & Nagar Haveli, Goa, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Lakshadweep, Manipur, Megalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Telangana and Tripura. India average is 4.97 which is 
below 7% (threshold level). 
 

Table - 4 showing the descriptive statistics of OBC enrolments for all states in India over last 9 years 
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Average OBC enrolment is maximum in Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Puducherry, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh & Uttar Pradesh. Standard deviation is less in Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and more in 
Andaman & Nicobar Island, Daman & Diu & Lakshadweep. Maximum OBC enrolment is maximum in 
Puducherry, Bihar, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Telengana, Tamil Nadu & Uttar Pradesh. Minimum OBC enrolment 
is maximum in Tamil Nadu, Telengana, Karnataka, Bihar& Andhra Pradesh. Average OBC enrolment is more 
than 17% in Andaman & Nicobar Island, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Daman & Diu, Gujarat, 
Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka. Kerala, Maharastra, Manipur, Megalaya, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 
Puducherry, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Telangana, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. India average is 33.62% which is far 
more than 17%. 
 

Figure – 2 showing dendogram for all the states 

 
 

The cluster analysis shows that Megalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram & Lakshadweep have more 
and dominant proportion of SC, ST & OBC enrolment in the country and alike. 
 

4. REMARKS 

The category-wise enrolment and its percentage with respect to total enrolment have been calculated. It has 

been calculated for all 3 category SC, ST and OBC and for all the states and union territories. The regression of 

SC enrolment proportion are mostly polynomial with high R2. The slope are negative (-ve) for the states 

Andaman & Nicobar Island, Arunachal Pradesh, Chandigarh, Daman & Diu, Delhi, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, 

Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Manipur, Maharastra, Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu 

and West Bengal. In India, the slope is also negative.  ST enrolment is more than 7% in Arunachal Pradesh, 

Assam, Chhattisgarh, Daman & Diu, Dadar& Nagar Haveli, Goa, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Lakshadweep, Manipur, 

Megalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Telangana and Tripura. Average 

OBC enrolment is more than 17% in Andaman & Nicobar Island, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 

Daman & Diu, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka. Kerala, Maharastra, Manipur, Megalaya, Madhya 

Pradesh, Odisha, Puducherry, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Telangana, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. India average is 

33.62% which is far more than 17%. Megalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram & Lakshadweep have 
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more and dominant proportion of SC, ST & OBC enrolment in the country. The other characteristics like 

category-wise staff and teachers may also be analysed further. 
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